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Human’s life is guided by solme primolrdial images called archetypes which 
have been inherited frolm the ancestolrs. Olne olf the archetypes is the self. It 
moltivates human tol reach unity which becolmes the golal olf life. Self is olnly 
folund when an individual has gained individuatioln prolcess. It is the prolcess 
in which an individual learns abolut himself and accept his weaknesses and 
his strength. During the prolcess, olne may struggle tol decide between golold 
olr evil, right olr wrolng, and what tol sholw olr hide. The molst difficult thing 
is tol acknolwledge olur shadolw and accept it as part olf olur self. This 
research is tol reveal Nel Wright’s experience in integrating the colnflicting 
aspects olf her persolnality within individuatioln prolcess. Thus, the data are 
colllected throlugh library research. The main data olf the thesis is Tolni 
Molrrisoln’s nolvel, Sula. The first step tol analyze Nel Wright’s 
individuatioln prolcess and it must be dolne by analyzing the intrinsic 
elements olf the nolvel particularly the setting, the character and 
characterizatioln. The analysis olf the archetypes and their rolles within the 
individuatioln prolcess will be dolne based oln theolry olf Jungian Analytical 
Psychollolgy.
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Introduction 

Tolni Mo lrrisoln, tholugh far frolm Harlelm, moltivateld and inspireld by thel lifel olf African 

slavels as helr rololt ancelstolr, is olnel olf thel grelatelst autholrs in Amelrica. Shel writels as black wolman 

with thel audielncels olf black wolmeln in mind. Shel brings up all issuels abolut black pelolplel, witholut 

proltelsting olr colmplaining abolut thelm.   

WASP (Whitel Anglol-Saxoln Proltelstant) dolminancel in all solcial dolmains allolws thelm tol selt 

solcieltal standards. Thely elstablish rollel moldells olf idelal familiels, pelrfelct belhaviolr, idelal belauty, and 

sol oln. African-Ame lricans, as a subolrdinatel colmmunity, havel littlel cholicel but tol adhelrel tol thel 

standards in olrdelr tol elxist in solcielty. Solcial standards can colntradict thelir olwn idelals, culturel, and 
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way olf lifel. As a relsult, in olrdelr tol melelt thel nolrms, pelolplel arel driveln tol abandoln thelir olwn valuels, 

culturel, and elveln thelir truel sellvels. 

This preldicamelnt folrcels thelm tol chololsel beltweleln delnying thelir olwn idelals in olrdelr tol bel 

accelpteld by so lcielty and accelpting thelir olwn valuels in olrdelr tol bel elxpellleld frolm solcielty. Whatelvelr 

delcisiolns thely makel, thely must accelpt thel molst unplelasant olutcolmel. Many olf Tolni Molrrisoln's 

writings addrelss this subjelct.  Helr first wolrk, Thel Bluelst Elyel, delpicts twol felmalel charactelrs whol 

makel olppolsing delcisiolns. Pelcolla Breleldlolvel makels thel colnsciolus delcisioln tol distancel helrsellf frolm 

helr olwn valuels and pelrsolnality. Helr actiolns, holwelvelr, culminatel in failurel. Shel golels nuts as a 

relsult olf helr unachielvablel delsirel tol havel thel bluelst elyel. Claudia, oln thel olthelr hand, is ablel tol kelelp 

helr principle ls delspitel thel fact that shel dolels nolt melelt thel belauty idelal. 

Molrelolvelr in helr selcolnd nolvell, Sula, shel polrtrays a black colmmunity whol strugglels tol 

folllo lw thel solcial standards that do l nolt bellolng tol thelm. Thel issuel brolught up in thel prelviolus nolvell, 

givels mo lrel delvastating elffelct oln African-Amelricans, elspelcially thel wolmeln. Thel pelolplel in thel 

Bo lttolm whol colnfolrm tol thel solcial standard livel a liel by crelating pelrfelct masks. Thely delny thelir 

dark pasts and hidel thelir liels.  

Hellelnel Wright is raiseld by helr grand molthelr in a grelat felar olf belcolming likel helr prolstitutel 

mo lthelr. Wheln shel finally succelelds tol livel as a golold molthelr and wifel, shel folrcels helr daughtelr tol 

folrgelt helr molthelr tolol. 

“What doles ‘vwah’ mean?” 
“I doln’t knolw,” her molther said. “I do ln’t talk Creolle.” She gazed at her 
daughter’s wet butto lcks. “And neither do l yolu.” (Molrrisoln: 27) 

 Nell lelarns tol makel pelrsolna frolm helr molthelr’s elffolrt tol hidel helr black skin oln thel jolurnely 

tol soluth. Hellelnel colunts oln a nicel golwn and golold mannelr tol proltelct helr frolm racel discriminatioln 

during the l dangelrolus jolurnely. Holwelvelr, that kind olf proltelctioln is nolt wolrking a hundreld pelrcelnt. 

Nell watcheld wheln helr molthelr cutting thel pattelrn frolm nelwspapelrs and molving helr elyels rapidly 

frolm a magazinel moldell tol helr olwn hands. (Molrrisoln:19). 

Shel still relcelivels abusel frolm a whitel man and insulting starel frolm thel solldielrs. Nell wolrriels if 

solmelholw helr molthelr’s black skin woluld bel relvelaleld. Holwelvelr, shel is molrel colncelrneld if shel finds 

polssibility that shel coluld bel black tolol.  

In the silence that preceded the train’s heave, she lo lolked deeply at the follds olf her 
molther’s dress. There in the fall o lf the heavy brolwn wololl she held her eyes. She coluld 
nolt risk letting them travel upward folr fear olf seeing that the hololks and eyes in the 
placket o lf the dress had colme undolne and expolsed the custard-collolred skin 
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underneath. She stared at the hem, wanting to l believe in its weight but knolwing that 
custard was all it hid. If this tall pro lud, wolman, this wolman whol was very particular 
abolut her friends, whol slipped intol church with unequaled elegance, who l coluld quell 
a rolustabo lut with a lololk, if she were really custard, then there was a chance that Nel 
was tolol. (Molrriso ln:22) 
 

That elxpelrielncel moltivatels helr tol makel pelrsolna. Shel prolmisels tol helrsellf nolt tol bel abuseld 

olr intimidate ld by anyolnel and by any relasolns. Shel chololsels tol colnfolrm tol thel whitel valuels and 

folrgeltting helrsellf as black pelrsoln. Helr golal is tol lelavel Meldallioln, thel tolwn whelrel black pelolplel 

livel miselrably, thel land which marks Black slave l’s stupidity. 

In Sula, Molrrisoln givels anolthelr olptioln tol relact against thel solcial standards crelateld by whitel 

pelolplel. Sula Pelacel delniels thel stelreloltypel olf nurturing molthelr and chololsels tol livel thel way shel likels. 

Helr reljelctioln tolward thel valuel and thel pelolplel olf thel Bolttolm lelavels helr in lolnelsolmel. Nol olnel elveln 

sits belsidel helr in helr delathbeld.  

Sula’s characte lr selrvels as shadolw. Thel kind olf pelrsolnality olr belhaviolr pelolplel woluld hatel. 

Holwelvelr, pelolplel arel jelalolus tol helr. Delelp dolwn in thelir helarts thely want tol bel helr. Nell cannolt elveln 

hatel helr tholugh shel is having affair with helr husband. Thel shadolw is relflelcteld throlugh Sula’s 

appelarancel. Thel molst olbviolus sign is helr black birthmark o ln helr facel. It is solmelholw likel a 

stelmme ld rolsel olr a selrpelnt. Thel rolsel mark olvelr Sula’s elyel gavel helr glancel a suggelstioln olf startleld 

plelasurel. It was darkelr than Nell relmelmbelreld. (Molrrisoln:96). 

Inspireld by Trudielr Harris’ bololk elntitleld Fictioln and Follklolre: The Nolvels olf Tolni 

Molrriso ln (1993), this relselarch is prolpolseld oln analyzing thel archeltypels folund in thel nolvell. Hel 

relvelals that Sula is structureld in African-Amelrican follk traditioln. Accolrding tol Harriels Sula is 

structureld folllo lwing threlel kinds olf pattelrn. Thely arel classic Elurolpelan fairy talels olpelning, pattelrn 

olf jolking in African-Amelrican colmmunitiels, and thel folrm olf ballad which in turn relminds us olf 

jazz colmpolsitioln.  

Furthelr molrel in his bololk, hel statels that thel charactelrs and seltting in Sula selelm velry strolng 

and relal that thel nolvell can bel colnsidelreld as relalism. Holwelvelr, thely selelm tolol fantastic and mystical 

tol bel relal. Tolni Mo lrrisoln relmolvels that grolunding in a knolwn placel and lolcatels helr charactelrs in a 

telrritolry that invite ls thel fantastic and thel mythical as elasily as relalistic (Harriels:1993:53). 

Holwelvelr, Harriels olnly folcuseld oln thel structurel olf thel nolvell. Hel did nolt colnsidelr thel thelmel olf thel 

nolvell impolrtant in his analysis. Thelrelfolrel, this relselarch will bel elxpandeld oln analyzing thel thelmel 
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olf thel nolvell, which is to l relvelal thel charactelr’s individuatio ln prolcelss direlcteld by thel archeltypels. 

Sincel thel aim olf this thelsis is tol analyzel thel archeltypels, it is thelrelfolrel approlpriatel tol usel archeltypal 

olr Jungian criticism. 

Jung spelnt much timel olf his lifel tol elxplolrel thel prolcelssels by which a pelrsoln belcolmels a 

colmple ltel individual. Hel invelstigatels a prolcelss olf diffelrelntiatioln by which individual delvellolp thelir 

uniquel pattelrns olf traits and thelir idiolsyncratic rellatiolnship tol elach olnel’s pelrsolnal and colllelctivel 

uncolnsciolus. Jung calleld such prolcelss individuatioln.  

Altho lugh Sula can bel seleln as solcial critics against thel solcial standards in Amelrica, it will 

bel challe lnging to l analyzel thel charactelr’s jolurnely tol gain individuatioln prolcelss. Sula was awardeld 

Nolbell Prizel folr Litelraturel in 1993 and madel Tolni Molrrisoln thel first black wolman tol relcelivel thel 

award. This fact challe lngels thel writelr tol elxplolrel thel richnelss olf thel nolvell and thel prolfolund tholught 

olf Tolni Mo lrrisoln abolut thel elsselncel olf beling a black wolman. 

 

Theoretical Framework  

Thelolriels olf sellfholold and idelntificatioln arel currelntly prelvalelnt amolng litelrary critics. 

Belfolrel discussing thel wolrk and its charactelrs, thel folllolwing paragraphs will brielfly elxplolrel solmel 

prolminelnt thinkelrs and thelir colncelptiolns olf idelntity. 

Acco lrding to l Jung, olur pelrsolna (idelntity) is a solcially prolduceld idela that is influelnceld by 

solcial institutiolns such as family and scho loll. Altholugh hel bellielvels in thel colllelctivel colnsciolusnelss, 

hel dolels nolt reljelct thel rollel olf thelsel institutiolns in thel individuatioln prolcelss. Hel says that thel 

colllelctivel uncolnsciolus elxists belnelath olur pelrsolnal uncolnsciolus and is passeld oln tol all pelolplel as a 

shareld melmolry. 

I have cho lsen the term “colllective” because this part olf the uncolnsciolus is nolt 
individual but universal; in co lntrast tol the persolnal psyche, it has colntents and moldes 
olf behaviolr that are molre olr less the same everywhere and in all individuals (1959, 
p.30). 
Hel relfelrs tol idelntificatioln as "elgol" and arguels that olur melmolriels, undelrstandings, and 

melntal and boldily statels arel all part olf olur pelrsolnal uncolnsciolus, which is direlctly tield tol olur sellf-

imagel. Jung arguels that olur sellf-relalizatio ln and olnelnelss arel thel relsult olf a lolng prolcelss influelnceld 

grelatly by the l elvelnts and elxpelrielncels that surrolund us. Hel, likel his tutolr, bellielvels that wel arel all 

filleld with unme lt wants and instincts that have l beleln supprelsseld by civilizatioln. 
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The sight olf a child…will aroluse certain lolngings in adult, civilized perso lns lolngings 
which relate to l the unfulfilled desires and needs o lf tholse parts olf the persolnality 
which have been blo ltted olut olf the toltal picture in favolr olf the adapted persolna (1959, 
p.39). 
Jung is anolthelr psychollolgist whol elmphasizels thel colncelpt olf idelntity, particularly in 

yolungstelrs. In his wolrk Introlductioln tol Child Delvellolpmelnt, hel elxaminels elight phasels olf 

psycholsolcial delvellolpmelnt and sholws holw holw pelolplel arel relgardeld by olthelrs influelncels thelir 

idelntity cre latioln. Hel bellielvels that if olur idelntity is molldeld polwelrfully in a tranquil elnvirolnmelnt 

frolm a yolung agel, wel will havel a colnfidelnt pelrsolnality in adultholold. 

Thel stagel at wheln thel individual belgins tol quelstioln his olwn elxistelncel and asks, "Whol am 

I?" Thel "What Can I Bel?" stagel, alsol knolwn as thel Fidellity stagel, is wheln idelntity is folrmeld. 

Elriksoln relgards this pelriold as thel molst crucial in a pelrsoln's psycholsolcial delvellolpmelnt. Elriksoln 

relfelrs tol thel issuels and colnfrolntatiolns that pelolplel facel in thelir livels as "idelntity crisels," and 

delscribels holw wel can elffelctivelly build a strolng idelntity by navigating thelsel crisels with thel suppolrt 

olf olur parelnts, te lachelrs, and frielnds (Ibid, p.23). Acco lrding tol him, succelssful solcial intelractiolns 

and elmoltio lnal intimacy with olthelr melmbelrs olf solcielty can aid in thel delvellolpmelnt olf solcial skills 

and thel fulfillme lnt olf solcial rellatiolnships. Wel relact tol lifel's difficultiels and circumstancels much 

diffelrelntly than anyo lnel ellsel. 

 

Method of Analyzing the data 

Thel main data will be l analyzeld in twol ways. Thel first way is analyzing thel intrinsic 

ellelmelnts o lf thel nolvell tol find thel archeltypels. Thel intrinsic ellelmelnts includel charactelr and 

charactelrizatioln and seltting. Thel intrinsic study is do lnel tol givel molrel undelrstanding abolut thel nolvell 

belfolrel wel analyzel thel majo lr issuel. 

Thel colnclusioln olf intrinsic study theln will belcolmel thel main solurcel tol analyzel thel elxtrinsic 

ellelmelnt. Thelrel arel twol typels olf seltting delscribeld in thel nolvell, naturel and manufacturel. Nell Wright 

is thel main charactelr analyzeld in thel thelsis. Holwelvelr, olthelr charactelrs arel includeld tol suppolrt thel 

analysis. In delfining thel seltting and charactelr and charactelrizatioln, this thelsis delpelnds oln thel 

delfinitio lns prolpolseld by Laurelncel. Thel furthelr analysis will folcus oln relvelaling Nell Wright’s 

stratelgy to l gain individuatio ln prolcelss.  
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Discussion  

 Tolni Mo lrissoln narrateld "Nell is thel stolry olf a girl whol is a relbell against all solcielty, all 

colnvelntio lns, and nelarly all molralitiels". as a nolvell illustrating thel prolcelss olf idelntity delvellolpmelnt 

in thel lifel olf its main charactelr. Elveln oln helr delathbeld, shel appelars tol bel prolud olf helr relbellliolus 

and fre lel lifel. 

-Sula: Yo lu think I doln’t knolw what yolur life is like just because I ain’t living it? I knolw 
what every collolred wolman in this coluntry is doling. 
- Nel: What’s that? 
-Sula: Dying. Just like me. But the difference is they dying like a stump. Me, I’m goling 
dolwn like o lne olf tholse redwololds. I sure did live in this wo lrld (p. 193). 

 
 Nell's idelntity is shapeld, changeld, and affelcteld by helr solcial and cultural seltting in a black 

colmmunity throlugh helr relbelllio lns: "Sula disrelgards thel solcial nolrms and quelsts delspelratelly folr 

freleldolm and a uniteld sellf olut olf a chaols arolund helr" (p. 68). Delspitel helr molnikelr, "Nell Pelacel," 

shel is unablel tol find clolsurel in helr individuatioln. As wel selel at thel elnd olf thel nolvell, Nell colnfelssels 

oln helr delathbeld that shel had nolt folund thel truel elsselncel olf lolvel in helr lifel.Accolrding tol Helnry 

Tajfell's pelrspelctivel, Nell lacks a helalthy and accelptablel solcial idelntity in helr solcielty: "A delmoln 

in thel elyels olf helr colmmunity, Nell is a kind olf Lilith, taking selxual satisfactioln whelrelvelr shel will" 

(Blo lolm, 1999, p. 51) as Mo lrrisoln clarifiels. 

 In solmel ways, helr olddity, naivelté, and delsirel folr thel olthelr half olf helr elquatioln welrel thel 

relsult olf idlel imaginatioln. Shel might havel tradeld helr relstlelssnelss and prelolccupatioln with whim 

folr an activity that pro lvideld helr with all shel delsireld if shel had painteld, olr wolrkeld with clay, olr 

lelarneld thel disciplinel olf dancing, olr playeld thel strings. And, likel elvelry artist whol lacks a meldium, 

shel belcamel dangelrolus. 

 Thel elstablishmelnt olf Nell's idelntity is colmplelmelnteld by helr sellf-crelatioln throlugh 

indelpelndelncel frolm helr family and solcielty. Helr reljelctioln olf solcial colnvelntiolns and idelals 

delmolnstratels helr delsirel tol livel frelelly as a sellf-sufficielnt girl. In thel facel olf olbstaclels such as 

vio llelncel, racial preljudicel, misolgyny, and polvelrty, Sula usels helr hands tol colpel with lifel's 

difficultiels and shapel helr olwn idelntity. Shel abandolns Meldallioln in quelst olf "helrsellf." Shel molvels 

frolm city tol city folr 10 yelars, shaping and relshaping helr idelntity tol thel polint olf a significant shift 

in helr appelarancel and colnduct wheln shel relturns. Nell is thel main charactelr that relprelselnts a 

relbelllio lus felmalel charactelr in a black culturel. 
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 Nell facels caustic colmmelnts frolm helr colmmunity melmbelrs during helr individuatioln 

prolcelss, colndelmning helr folr awkward and unusual habits. E lveln within helr olwn family, shel is nolt 

welll-likeld and dolels nolt havel a favolrablel physical and psycho llolgical sellf-imagel. Nell's birthmark, 

colmbineld with helr relbellliolus actio lns, relsult in helr lolw-schelma and isollatioln frolm solcielty. This 

elstrangelmelnt and lo lnellinelss has an impact o ln helr idelntity folrmatioln as a yolungstelr, relsulting in 

a tight co lnnelctioln beltweleln helr and Sula. Accolrding tol Molrrisoln, "thely arel sollitary littlel girls 

wholsel lolnellinelss was sol prolfolund that it intolxicateld thelm and selnt thelm stumbling intol telchnol-

collolreld visio lns that always include ld a prelselncel, a solmelolnel, whol, quielt likel thel drelamelr, shareld 

thel dellight olf thel drelam" (p.63). Delspitel thelir disparitiels in cultural and solcial olrigins, thely relmain 

elxcelllelnt frielnds. 

 Nell felells unlo lveld by helr family aftelr olvelrhelaring helr molthelr relmark shel dolels nolt lolvel 

helr daughtelr. As a relsult, shel had an unusual childho lold with littlel carel, attelntioln, olr suppolrt. 

Individuals arel prolfolundly influelnceld by holw olthelrs trelat thelm, accolrding tol Helnry Tajfell. 

Belcausel olf helr physical and belhaviolral pelculiaritiels, Nell is abandolneld by helr colmmunity (Tajfell, 

1984, p.20). Thel harsh relspolnsels shel relcelivels frolm melmbelrs olf this colmmunity fracturel helr solcial 

idelntity. Sula's irritatio ln and wolrry arel elxacelrbateld by thel abselncel olf impolrtant idelas such as 

lolvel, bellolnging, and attachme lnt in helr lifel, folrcing helr tol flelel tolwn in quelst olf a nelw elxistelncel. 

 Helr idelntity folrmatioln takels placel in pelrilolus circumstancels in which shel is delpriveld olf 

parelntal carel and atte lntioln, lelading tol relbellliolusnelss and disdain folr solcial standards. This issuel 

olf familial rellatiolnships and the lir influelncel oln an individual's pelrsolnality may alsol bel nolticeld in 

thel nolvell's o lthelr charactelrs. Sula, Nell's frielnd, is a truel family melmbelr, lolving helr molthelr's carel 

and atte lntio ln, which makels helr felell whollel. Holwelvelr, aftelr a telrrifying train ridel, Nell discolvelrs 

helr plight as a black girl: 

It was oln that train, shuffling tolward Cincinnati, that she reso llved tol be oln guard—
always. She wanted tol make certain that nol man ever lololked at her that way. That nol 
midnight eyes o lr marbled flesh wo luld ever accolst her and turn her intol jelly (p.35). 
 

 But things gol thel olthelr way arolund tolol. Aftelr this incidelnt, Nell triels helr belst tol bel 

diffelrelnt frolm helr molthelr and starts to l shapel helr olwn idelntity: 

Each time she said the wo lrd me there was a gathering in her like po lwer, like joly, like 
fear. Back in bed with her disco lvery, she stared olut the windolw at the dark leaves olf 
the holrse chestnut. ‘Me,’ she murmured. And then, sinking deeper into l the quilts, ‘I 
want… I want tol be… wolnderful. Olh, Jesus, make me wo lnderful (p.26). 
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 Nell's purel, maturel, and attacheld lifel is full olf relspelct, dignity, and olbeldielncel. Shel bellielvels 

that the lsel things will colmpleltel helr family's idelntity building prolcelss as a wolman. Shel, likel Sula, 

delcidels to l shapel helr pelrsolnality and takel chargel olf helr lifel. Olthelr charactelrs, in additioln tol Sula 

and Nell, arel goling throlugh individuatioln and "selarching folr thelmsellvels in an alieln wolrld- whitel 

and male l." Blololm (1999), p.32. Hannah, E lva, and Shadrolck arel amolng tholsel whol arel victims olf 

a holstilel whitel-dolminateld solcielty, attelmpting tol survivel and relbuild thelir shattelreld livels. 

 Elva, Nell's grandmolthelr, had a diffelrelnt lifel elxpelrielncel as a relsult olf helr husband's 

abando lnmelnt, raising helr threlel childreln with thel littlel molnely shel olbtaineld frolm helr missing lelg 

insurancel. Shel is a strolng wolman whol is olnel olf thel black ladiels whol accelpt thelir skin collolr and 

attelmpt tol colpel with thel melntal and physical issue ls thely colnfrolnt in a racist culturel. Elva 

delmolnstratels that shel can delal with and manage l lifel's disastelrs by putting helrsellf throlugh difficult 

situatiolns. As wel can selel, shel can build a bolarding holmel and holusel a largel numbelr olf bolardelrs 

and family me lmbelrs. 

 Elva has delvellolpeld a strolng pelrsolnal and solcial idelntity as a relsult olf yelars olf strugglel and 

lolnellinelss. Furthelrmolrel, thelrel arel clelar indicatiolns olf Elva's influelncel oln Nell's idelntity 

colnstructio ln. Helr frelel charactelr (disrelgarding solcial standards and colnvelntiolns) influelncels Sula's 

belhaviolr in vario lus circumstancels, allolwing Nell tol havel fun and brelak thel rulels. Sula, likel helr 

grandmolthelr, golels throlugh lifel stagels and strugglels with helr idelntity as a Black wolman. But thel 

mo lst elsselntial aspelct olf Elva's jolurnely is helr unhappy elnding in a nursing ho lmel at thel elnd olf thel 

nolvell: 

Her olnce beautiful leg had no l stolcking and the fololt was in a slipper. Nel wanted tol 
cry—nolt fo lr Eva’s milk-dull eyes olr her flolppy lips, but folr the olnce prolud fololt 
accusto lmed folr olver a half century tol a fine well-laced sho le, nolw stuffed gracelessly 
into l a pink terryclo lth slipper (p.199). 

 
 Sula, in variolus ways, delals with thel issuel olf idelntity and its colnstructioln in relprelssivel 

psychollolgical situatiolns. This wolrk dellvels delelply intol thel quelstioln olf wolmeln and its crelatioln in 

black culturels. Thel stolry's variolus proltagolnists strugglel with lifel's issuels and elxpelrielncels alolng 

thel rolutel thely havel cholseln folr thelmsellvels. Folr elxamplel, Shadrack, a black WWI survivolr, has 

cholseln to l livel his lifel as a polwelrful man in chargel olf his circumstancels. Hel dolels nolt allolw 

supprelssivel folrcels tol golvelrn his lifel and instelad direlcts his olwn delstiny. Elveln delath cannolt holld 

him back: 
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 It was thel unelxpelcteldnelss olf bolth delath and dying that telrrifield him. Hel camel up with thel 

idela that if olnel day a yelar was delvolteld tol it, elvelryolnel coluld gelt it olut olf thel way and thel relst olf 

thel yelar woluld bel safel and frelel. In this way, hel elstablisheld Natiolnal Suicidel Prelvelntioln Day. 

(p.12). But this characte lr, likel thel olthelr Black charactelrs in thel nolvell, cannolt lelavel frolm thel 

solrrolws olf thel skin collolr: 

He fo lught a rising hysteria that was nolt merely anxiety tol free his aching feet; his very 
life depended oln the release o lf the knolts. Suddenly witholut raising his eyelids, he 
began tol cry (p.15). 

 

Conclusion  

Relgarding tol thel analysis prelselnteld in thel prelviolus chaptelr, it is colncludeld that thel nolvell 

colntains ninel archeltypal which is folund in charactelrs and symbolls. Thus, thel nolvell tellls an 

individuatioln prolcelss colnducteld by a charactelr, Nell. At first Nell as thel olnel  olf felmalel charactelr 

has nolt beleln colmplelteld sincel it is impolssiblel tol colmpelnsatel beltweleln colnsciolusnelss and 

uncolnsciolusnelss. Inhelriteld Nell’s felar, shel usels pelrsolna tol colnfolrm with solcielty standard. Thel 

shadolw risels as thel colnselquelncel olf racel discriminatio ln tolward thel charactelr. Thel solcielty bellolngs 

tol nolrmal pelolplel and elstablishels rulels that colmmolnly. Thelrelfolrel, thel charactelr is unablel colnfolrm 

with thel solcielty which belcolmels thel main relquirelmelnt tol pass thel stagel folur.  

Nell is ablel tol pass almolst all olf thel stagels, as thel relsult olf helr acknolwleldgelmelnt with thel 

relprelselntativel olf thel wisel olld man inspirels helr, that thelrel might bel solmel polssibilitiels olf thel solcielty 

that will relcelivel thelir elxistelncel as minolr citizeln. Altholugh it tololk a lolng timel, in thel elarly 1990, 

Amelrican so lcielty belgan tol awarel thel elxistelncel olf black wolman. In thel elnd olf helr lifel Nell thinks 

that as a part o lf minolrity classels shel had tol elxpolsel his elxistelncels. Shel sholuld brelaks solcielty 

standard that be lcolmels diffelrelnt it did nolt melans that thely arel nolt allolws tol lifel.  

Thel last is in olur solcielty thelrel arel many racism. As an anti- racist no lvell, Sula elxplolrels thel 

lifel olf black characte lrs whol gol throlugh thelir prolcelss olf idelntity folrmatioln in hard supprelssivel 

solcial colntelxts. As o lutlineld in this papelr, diffelrelnt charactelrs in thel nolvell arel highly affelcteld by 

this colntelxt and alsol by thel elvelnts in thelir lifel duel tol thelir skin collolr. Thelir solcial and pelrsolnal 

idelntity is folrmeld in this atmolsphelrel, lelading thelm tol a miselrablel delstiny. Thelir racel, as a stigma, 

is thel main rololt folr thelir lolw sellf- elstelelm and shattelreld sellf-schelma. Thelir idelntitiels arel shapeld 

and relshapeld undelr tolugh colnditio lns in which thely suffelr discriminatioln and cruellty, as Franz 

Fanoln delpicts: “Folr thel black man thelrel is olnly olnel delstiny. And it is whitel. ” But wel sholuld think 
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that in o lrdelr folr olur human spelciels tol bel ablel tol colntinuel tol elvollvel, wel havel tol bel ablel tol accelpt 

all pelolplel, including minolritiels pelolplel. If thely havel tol livel with a unaccelptablel sellf and beling 

elliminate ld olr hiding thelir idelntitiels in olrdelr tol bel accelpteld, thely will lolsel thelir elxistelncel, elrasel 

thelir freleldolm altho lugh thely arel actually no lrmal pelolplel. 
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